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ABSTRACTS
KEYNOTE
Time: 09:10 to 10:00

MULTILINGUAL LANGUAGE TEACHING IN HIGHER EDUCATION
Adj. Prof. Dr. Peppi Taalas
University of Jyväskylä, Finland

Room No. HG 22

Language learning strategy research has generated considerable debate over the last 50 years. This
has focused on the theoretical positioning of language learning strategies, their definition, classification
and measurement, contradictory findings regarding associations between strategy use and proficiency,
and mixed results regarding the effectiveness of strategy training. Despite such challenges, strategy
research persists probably because of its potential practical applications for language teaching and
learning.
This paper traces key developments in strategy research focusing on the move away from generic
classification and assessment towards more contextualised approaches. It presents the findings of a
study [Bruen, J. 2017. Language Learning Strategies for Reading Comprehension: Assessing the
strategy use of young adults at beginners’ level taking Chinese, German, Japanese or Spanish as
foreign languages at university' Language Learning Journal:
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09571736.2017.1370606] conducted at the interface of
the specific and generic. The research was designed to gain insights into both strategy measurement
more generally, as well as into the particular strategies used by beginning language learners to
enhance their understanding of target language texts. The paper concludes by discussing proposals for
future studies intended to both advance our understanding of language learning strategies and inform
efforts to increase the effectiveness of strategy training.
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Time: 10:15 to 10:45

PARALLEL SESSIONS

MEASURING AND ASSESSING LANGUAGE LEARNING STRATEGIES: FROM THE GENERIC TO THE
SPECIFIC
Jennifer Bruen
DCU, Ireland

Room No. HG 06

Language learning strategy research has generated considerable debate over the last 50 years. This
has focused on the theoretical positioning of language learning strategies, their definition, classification
and measurement, contradictory findings regarding associations between strategy use and proficiency,
and mixed results regarding the effectiveness of strategy training. Despite such challenges, strategy
research persists probably because of its potential practical applications for language teaching and
learning.
This paper traces key developments in strategy research focusing on the move away from generic
classification and assessment towards more contextualised approaches. It presents the findings of a
study [Bruen, J. 2017. Language Learning Strategies for Reading Comprehension: Assessing the
strategy use of young adults at beginners’ level taking Chinese, German, Japanese or Spanish as
foreign languages at university' Language Learning Journal:
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09571736.2017.1370606] conducted at the interface of
the specific and generic. The research was designed to gain insights into both strategy measurement
more generally, as well as into the particular strategies used by beginning language learners to
enhance their understanding of target language texts. The paper concludes by discussing proposals for
future studies intended to both advance our understanding of language learning strategies and inform
efforts to increase the effectiveness of strategy training.

SHORTSIGHTED TRANSLATIONS: CENSORSHIP IN THE THREE MANOLITO GAFOTAS BOOKS
TRANSLATED INTO AMERICAN ENGLISH
Pilar Alderete Diez
NUI Galway, Ireland

Owen Harrington-Fernández
Henriot Wyatt University, United Kingdom
Room No. HG 09

In this presentation, we explore the issue of the child narrator’s identity through the descriptive
analysis of the translations from Spanish into American English of Manolito Gafotas. Particularly, this
article illustrates how the three books have censored Manolito’s identity from a sociopolitical point of
view. We will identify examples of shifts in the target texts that modify the narrator of the three first
books and we will comment on how these modification cause a shift in representation of the identity
of the narrator. We will also identify examples in the subtitles and dubbing scripts of the films
available in English as a tertium comparationis to demonstrate that the characterization strategies
employed to give a voice to a child character in translated literature are a fundamental tool that
translators and other editorial apparatuses should bear in mind when they publish these books in the
children’s literature market.

LANGUAGE EXPLORERS: DEVELOPING LANGUAGE AWARENESS IN THE PRIMARY SCHOOL
CLASSROOM
Francesca La Morgia
Ireland
Simon Rouse
Ireland
Room No. HG 12

The paper presents the results of a five week language awareness programme for primary school
children. The five week programme was carried out in a primary school in Dublin Inner City, and it
involved over 200 pupils from Junior Infants to Third Class. In this presentation we present the
materials used for developing the course, and we report on the parents' and teachers' experiences as
well as the children's feedback. The results of the research show that parents, teachers and pupils are
positive about a multilingual approach to primary education.
5
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CHINESE HERITAGE LANGUAGE MAINTENANCE: FAMILY LANGUAGE POLICY IN IRELAND
Yuying Liu
University College
Dublin, Ireland
Room No. HG 17

This paper will analyse Family Language Policy (FLP) in the context of Chinese as a
heritage/minority language in Ireland. It draws on multiple investigative techniques and analytic
methods, including the qualitative method of participant interviews (Curdt-Christiansen, 2009;
Kirsch, 2012) and an ethnographic participant observation in gaining an understanding of the
language practices and language beliefs and daily language experiences of four Chinese families in
order to uncover the challenges of raising children with a minority language and the strategies
employed by the parents to overcoming these specific challenges.

PREPARING TEACHERS FOR MULTILINGUAL CLASSROOMS
Patrick Grommes
University of Hamburg, Germany
Tobias Schroedler
University of Hamburg, Germany
Room No. HG 19

As a result of unprecedented global migration flows, education systems around the world are
confronted with new multilingual realities in all levels of schooling and education. While local
responses to this global phenomenon differ extensively, it is uncontroversial to argue that in many
education systems, learners with home languages other than the dominant language experience
educational disadvantages. To counteract this inequality, new seminar structures were developed in a
German teacher-education innovation project, which will be subject to this talk. One of the key aims
was the competence and skill development of pre-service teachers in dealing with multilingualism
and the challenges that speakers of German as a second language experience. To achieve this, in the
teacher degree programme students learn about linguistic diversity, basics of contrastive theoretical
linguistics, language development as well as strategies and methods for language-sensitive subject
teaching. For a better understanding of the competence development and the effectiveness of our
new seminar(s), a thoroughly validated test instrument was employed in a pre-post-design to observe
the participants' skill development. The results of this testing procedure show significant
improvements, yet the data also reveals a range of weaknesses, that will be critically assessed in the
final part of this talk.
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POSTER PRESENTATION
Time: 10:45-11:10

TOWARDS A VIRTUAL GAELTACHT: DESIGNING AN IMMERSIVE, ONLINE ENVIRONMENT FOR
OVERSEAS IRISH LANGUAGE STUDENTS
Ronan Connolly
NUI Galway, Ireland

The central question of this research asks: Is there a potential way to develop a community of practice
among learners of Irish outside of Ireland that improves learner motivation and confidence?
I have been teaching Irish classes to adult learners in Washington DC since 2009. Foreign-based
students of Irish face significant challenges when learning the language. This issue prompted my
interest in developing an online space to support and connect language learners who would otherwise
have to study alone.
The Community of Practice (CoP) theory contends that groups of people who share a common passion
will learn how to do it better as they interact regularly. The objective of this design project is to
support autonomous, synchronous and asynchronous language learning by participants through an
action-oriented approach. Through iterative testing, the research aims to establish an online, digital
resource where language enthusiasts can practice their Irish, connect with fellow learners and improve
their language skills. The methodology for this research project is Design-Based Research (DBR). The
model being developed is termed IDIRLÍON, encompassing an Immersive, Dialogical and Instructive
Resource for Learning Irish in an Online Network.

PROYECTO ESTUDIANTELE - STUDENTS TALKING ABOUT THE STRATEGIES THEY USE FOR
L2 IN L2
Pilar Alderete Diez
NUI Galway, Ireland
Cristina García Sánchez
NUI Galway, Ireland

This poster will present the results from the interviews carried out with students in L2 about their
learning process. They talk about strategies and obstacles that they found along the way. The
interviews will be presented in a summarised version and they will be accessible via YOUTUBE. The
students have a B2/C1/C2 level.
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Time: 11.15-11.45

PARALLEL SESSIONS

USING LANGUAGE CORPORA AS RESEARCH AND REFERENCE TOOLS IN ENGLISH FOR
ACADEMIC PURPOSES
Stergiani Kostopoulou
UCD Applied Language Centre, Ireland
Room No. HG 06

Recognizing the pedagogical value of corpora and tools for corpus analysis (e.g. Flowerdew, 2005;
Frankenberg-Garcia, 2012; Yoon, 2008), this presentation argues for the need to exploit academic
language corpora in English for Academic Purposes Programmes for international students in Higher
Education. The paper will report on a pilot study which examines the pedagogical effects of integrating
corpus consultation into L2 academic writing instruction in the context of an English for Academic
Writing module offered as part of a Pre-Master’s Programme in the Applied Language Centre of
University College Dublin.
In the first part, I briefly review the value of online corpora and text analysis software as direct sources of
language activities that can enhance novice academic writers’ language awareness and writing skills. In the
second part, moving from theory to practice, I demonstrate how these activities have been integrated into
the syllabus of the afore mentioned module. More specifically, I describe how corpus-aided genre analysis is
used to support students with the production on written assignments. I conclude by outlining the ensuing
benefits and challenges.

POLICY AND PRACTICE: SPECIAL EDUCATION PROVISION IN IRISH-MEDIUM SCHOOLS
Sinéad Nic Aindriú
DCU, Ireland
Room No. HG 09

There has often been much debate surrounding the provision of special education to pupils in
immersion education. A paucity of research exists in this area both internationally and in the context of
Irish-medium (IM) education. This presentation will use the data of a mixed-methods study comprising
of survey and case study research, which assessed the additional supports required by pupils with
special educational needs in IM schools. The current practices in place in IM schools to meet the needs
of these pupils will be reviewed. The challenges encountered by pupils, teachers, parents, and schools in
relation to policy and practice when meeting the needs of pupils will also be explored.
Recommendations will be made regarding how these challenges could be overcome in the future.

CLIL; A DISTINCT APPROACH TO LANGUAGE TEACHING AND LEARNING: A CRITICAL REVIEW
OF THE LITERATURE
Padraig Fahey
Mary Immaculate College, Limerick, Ireland
Room No. HG 12

Language immersion programmes have been highly prized as educational approaches since the
publication of Peal & Lambert’s (1962) study showing that bilingual students achieve higher scores on
verbal and non-verbal testing compared to monolingual students. Since the early 1990s the Council of
Europe’s focus to achieving its stated language skills of integration, convergence and participation of
populations across the European project, a Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) approach
has been the chosen vehicle for achieving these aims. Coyle et al. (2010: 1) identify CLIL as a dualfocused educational approach in which an additional language is used for the teaching and learning of
both content and language. This definition of CLIL is one of many viewpoints on it as a language
learning approach. Research explores it in many forms including as an immersion based programme as
well as giving it its own category of language teaching due to its complex history and evolution
combined with the significant range of models that operate under a CLIL umbrella-framework. This
paper outlines various frameworks and diverse pedagogies to provide a case for CLIL as a distinct
approach. In conclusion CLIL’s distinctiveness in relation to language teaching and learning will be
considered and shared.
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CHALLENGES OF MONOLINGUAL INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION IN THE CONTEXT OF THE
LANGUAGES CONNECT POLICY
Marta Giralt
University of Limerick, Ireland
Liam Murray
University of Limerick, Ireland
Room No. HG 17

The new national language strategy (Languages Connect) for Ireland has finally highlighted the
importance of language learning for the economic, social and cultural development of the country.
Inherent to this strategy is the demand for not only multilingual graduates but interculturally
competent graduates. Ireland has been becoming increasingly culturally diverse for many years now,
and so our contexts of work and interactions have become multilingual as well as multicultural. Yet
many of our students remain monolingual. Previously we reported (AESLA 2018) how our pedagogical
content and practices are insufficient in addressing the current linguistic and intercultural competence
(IC) needs of language specialist graduates. Our new data (n=141) from non-specialist language
students, who have had limited language or IC training reveals problems arising from these
monolingual intercultural communications due to English being the dominant lingua franca. We have
major challenges in motivating these monolingual students to learn another language. The dangers
arising from this monolingualism are self-evident, (see https://www.llas.ac.uk/700reasons.html), the
solutions less so. This paper explores this perplexing scenario and aims to open a dialogue to find
potential solutions.

THE LONG-TERM IMPACT OF STUDYING ABROAD IN THE INCIDENTAL ACQUISITION OF
REGIONAL VOCABULARY
Juan Pablo Rodriguez Prieto
Butler University, United States
Room No. HG 19

The present study investigated whether a semester-long program of studying Spanish abroad in Spain
could produce learning gains in the area of regional vocabulary acquisition, not as the result of
classroom practice but as the result of incidental learning. Previous research focused on the acquisition
of vocabulary size and depth (Milton & Meara, 1995; Ife, Vive Boix & Meara, 2000; Collentine, 2004,
Foster, 2009) but this is the first quantitative study to measure regional vocabulary acquisition
incidentally and, more importantly, its stability or decline after various years. 10 college students
participated in this study: five of them took courses at a language institute in Madrid, Spain while
living with a host family for a semester, whereas the control group continued their studies at Butler
University, USA. Participants took an online survey containing 40 vocabulary items exclusive to Spain
(majo, mola, guay and similar) three times: at the beginning and at the end of the program and after
three years. Results showed that the SA group improved from a 21% to a 54.5% accuracy rate declining
to a 45%, indicative of regional vocabulary acquisition due to a study abroad program participation,
which remained stable over time and doubled the pretest scores.
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Time: 11.45-12.15

ACHIEVING SELF-AWARENESS AND CRITICAL THINKING THROUGH REFLECTIVE PRACTICE IN
AN MA APPLIED LINGUISTICS PROGRAMME

Stefanie Pohle
University of Bonn, Germany
Room No. HG 06

Reflective practice (RP) has become a well-established and researched concept in teacher education
and development, including TESOL (cf. Farrell 2018). In this paper, I would like to take up this idea and
promote RP as a tool to develop Applied Linguistics (AL) students’ personal growth, identity-building
and professionalism as competent novice researchers. I will showcase some examples of the RP tasks I
have used in my courses in an English-taught MA Applied Linguistics programme in Germany, with a
focus on reflective writing (RW): reflective essays, portfolios, learning journals and other writing-tolearn activities. RW has been suggested as a way to foster students' critical thinking, self-discovery,
motivation, metacognitive abilities and comprehension, among other things (cf., e.g., Bach & Alexander,
2015; Wäschle et al., 2015). I would like to address, and discuss with you, the following questions: What
are indicators of the usefulness of RP in the training of AL students? How do students perceive the
educational value of RP tasks? What is our experience as instructors in terms of student engagement
with RP? I will also give an outlook on a planned collaboration with the School of Nursing & Midwifery
at TCD, who have already successfully integrated RP into their curricula.

LX SPEAKERS AS TEACHERS AND LANGUAGE NORM AUTHORITIES IN THE MINORITY
LANGUAGE CLASSROOM

Colin J. Flynn
Dublin City University, Ireland
Noel P. Ó Murchadha
Trinity College Dublin, Ireland
Room No. HG 09

Applied linguistic research often posits that teachers function as ‘language norm authorities’, and they
may have a formative influence on the language practices and ideologies of learners. This role is
arguably more relevant in minority languages like Irish, where access to speech models may be
limited. It is often assumed that teachers function as linguistically conservative agents of standard
language ideology, although there is evidence which suggests that this is, in fact, not the case. Indeed,
it has been demonstrated that LX language users (Dewaele, 2018) tend to be linguistically normdependent individuals. While there is some research on teachers, language educators have not been
the target of focused attention within sociolinguistic frameworks. Our paper addresses this neglected
area and presents data from a quantitative attitudinal study (a speaker evaluation experiment and
conceptual questions about language) of LX teachers’ responses to linguistic variation in the Irish
language. Results illustrate how participants negotiate their own sociolinguistic identities through
orientation towards, or away from, traditional dialectal varieties, the standard written variety and
emerging post-traditional forms of Irish. In particular, they reveal how LX teachers of Irish reflexively
construct their own identities when they are potentially language norm authorities who are also
linguistically norm-dependent.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEACHING IN FRENCH PRIMARY EDUCATION
Jill Salomon
Université de Limoges,
France
Room No. HG 12

In 2001, Jack Lang, then Minister of Education for France, presented his revolutionary reform to
introduce compulsory foreign languages in French primary schools as a fully-fledged subject. He
described himself as an ‘activist’ for the renovation of the teaching of modern languages (both foreign
and regional) and of linguistic diversity. He was alluding of course to the aversion of the French to learn
foreign languages. The aims of this reform were to inspire pupils to learn other languages and their
cultures, to develop positive attitudes towards other modes of expression and to acquire the sound
10
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and speech patterns of other languages at an age when they are more intrinsically receptive. A further
objective was to highlight the languages of non native French pupils. To implement this project, teacher
training colleges would have to provide training in languages and language teaching, and future
primary school teachers would have to take a qualification in languages. This paper will focus on policy
changes since the reform in 2001, focusing on the following points: training student teachers in modern
languages and modern language teaching, and maintaining coordination and continuity of syllabus
between primary and secondary education in the teaching of languages.

FOREIGN LANGUAGE POLICY IN IRELAND, WIDER CONTEXT OF NEW INTERNATIONALISATION
STRATEGIES IN HIGHER EDUCATION
Valerie O'Reilly
The Applied Language Centre / UCD, Ireland
HG 17

Internationalisation and globalisation are themes increasingly referenced in Higher Education policy
documents emanating from EU and OECD countries. In 2016, Ireland’s Department of Education and
Skills (DES) published ‘Irish Education: Globally Connected - An International Education Strategy for
Ireland 2016-2020’. Recently, in 2018, the HEA published: ‘The Internationalisation of Irish Higher
Education’ (Clarke, Yang & Harmon, 2018.
In 2017, the DES published ‘Languages Connect – Ireland’s Strategy for Foreign Languages in
Education 2017-2026’. This addresses foreign language learning at all levels of education at a time of
global change. It seeks to measure proficiency standards using the CEFR and highlights the
importance of language learning for employability (particularly post-Brexit).
This paper focuses on the emerging needs of the foreign language learning sector in the wider context
of HE internationalisation and resulting curriculum changes. It addresses topics such as the
contribution of foreign language learning to internationalisation in university curricula for domestic
and international students; it examines the implications of increasing numbers of study abroad,
ERASMUS/+ and international students; international work placement opportunities internationally,
and the creation of models of foreign language provision for a new global world. Analytical
perspectives presented include a literature review and relevant data analysis.

IRISH CODAS: BILINGUALISM IN ISL AND ENGLISH, AND BICULTURALISM IN HEARING AND
DEAF CULTURAL COMMUNITIES
Caitríona O' Brien
Trinity College Dublin, Ireland
Room No. HG 19

Hearing children raised by d/Deaf adults (CODAs) have a unique linguistic and cultural upbringing yet
no research to date has examined adult Irish CODAs. They are potential members of the Deaf
community, if their parents pass on sign language and Deaf culture to them, and they pass as typical
members of the hearing community, acquiring spoken language and majority culture. This study, a
Masters research project, used mixed methodology to begin filling existing gaps in the literature:
questionnaires and follow-up interviews were used with 18 Irish CODAs and a focus group was
conducted with 3 leaders of the Irish Deaf community. The findings indicate that participants identify
with a CODA identity, seeing bilingualism and biculturalism as key aspects of that identity. They
identify as members of the Deaf community but can struggle, as hearing individuals, to construct a role
for themselves in this community, and struggle with low Deaf awareness in the hearing community.
These findings suggest that policy aimed at supporting CODAs within the education system would
help ensure their linguistic and educational potential is achieved, and highlight many promising areas
for future research on language maintenance, sign and spoken language bilingualism and minoritymajority identity construction.
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Time: 12.15-12.45

A TRANSLANGUAGING PERSPECTIVE OF MEDIUM OF INSTRUCTION IN CFL CLASSROOM
Qi Zhang & Caitriona Osborne
Dublin City University, Ireland

Room No. HG 06

Although recent years have witnessed an increasing interest in learning Chinese as a foreign language
(CFL) in China and around the world, there seems to be a paucity of research into the medium of
instruction (MoI) in the CFL classroom. The paper describes a study of the perception of MoI choice among
CFL teachers situated in the framework of translanguaging. Five focus group interviews were conducted
across four universities in China. Approximately six CFL experts and forty students who were in training to
become CFL teachers participated in the research. The initial findings suggest that nowadays it is unlikely
a Chinese-only principle can be used in the multilingual and/or multinational classroom. Instead, code
switching between Chinese and English was commonly found. However, due to the resource availability and
linguistic complexity of a CFL classroom, the translanguaging practices also posed challenges to the
language learning development. Interestingly, English was predominantly employed for explanatory
functions, whereas the choice of Chinese was made mainly for teaching and instructing purposes. The
paper discusses the changing roles of student and teacher in the CFL classroom, which will offer insights to
future pedagogical developments in foreign language teaching and learning.

LEARNING IRISH AMID CONTROVERSY: HOW THE ILA DEBATE HAS IMPACTED LEARNERS OF
IRISH IN BELFAST
Deirdre Dunlevy
Queen's University, Belfast, United Kingdom
Room No. HG 09

Since the collapse of the Stormont assembly in Northern Ireland in January 2017, the Irish language has
been cited as the main stumbling block to the restoration of government. The debate around the necessity
of an Irish Language Act (ILA) for Northern Ireland is bound up with more general divisions in society
surrounding national identity, and as such, it has divided political parties and the nationalist and unionist
communities from which they draw their support. Through the analysis of ethnographic interviews
conducted in various language learning centres across Belfast, I will explore how this debate around
legislating for the language has impacted on the engagement of learners with the language in the city. By
considering the role the language plays in concepts of identity for learners from Catholic, Nationalist,
Republican backgrounds, learners from the Protestant, Unionist, Loyalist community and those who do not
identify with either of the main communities in Northern Ireland, I aim to examine how the policy delay and
political discourse affects those engaging with the language. This paper aims to address changing attitudes
to the Irish language in Belfast in a period of political crisis, and what it means for future policy approaches.

LANGUAGES CONNECT: MODERN LANGUAGE PROVISION IN INSTITUTES OF TECHNOLOGY
Sarah Berthaud (GMIT, Ireland) & Riana Walsh (ITT, Ireland) & Kristin Brogan (IT Tralee, Ireland)
Room No. HG 17

Richar Bruton launched, in December 2017, the ‘Languages Connect: Ireland’s Strategy for Foreign
Languages in Education 2017-2026’. This strategy – the first language policy for modern languages ever
launched in Ireland – aims to increase the number of students who study and gain modern language skills
at primary, secondary and higher levels. This strategy is issued at a time when there has been a steady
decrease in the number of students engaging with modern language teaching and learning, especially in
higher education institutions. This trend represents a challenge for current and future employers and
employees – and thus the country at large. With Brexit and globalisation, Irish employers and employees
need to diversify trade and connections to ensure their survival and/or expansion. This cannot be done
without employees who possess appropriate intercultural and linguistic skills. This paper presents the
results of an online survey conducted with language lecturers in Institutes of Technology (IoTs) throughout
Ireland to assess language provision. The results reveal gaps between the objectives of the Strategy and
the actual language provision in IoTs. This paper aims to offer an insight into the challenges of current
language provision in IoTs and provide recommendations for future developments.
12
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Time: 13.30-14.00

IMPROVING THE LANGUAGE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT THROUGH PERFORMATIVE LANGUAGE
TEACHING AND LEARNING
Dragan Miladinovic
UCC, Ireland
Room No. HG 06

In Ireland’s new language strategy Languages Connect, the Department of Education and Skills
reflects on Ireland’s current strengths and weaknesses in language education, identifies main goals by
illustrating the importance of language skills for several aspects of life and demonstrates how these
goals could be implemented in education. In this paper, I will discuss this idea of improving the
learning environment for foreign languages and also the view on languages in general. I will argue that
the strategy, partly due to a focus on the CEFR and the emphasis on language competence, has a
rather functional view on languages. The strategy neglects to a certain extent creative and aesthetic
teaching and learning which bear the potential to not only create a positive learning environment –
one of the goals of the document – but can also oppose the over-standardisation of language learning
and teaching. I will expand on the importance of implementing an aesthetic and creative learning
environment by drawing on i.a. the work of Schewe (2013) who advocates a “performative teaching
and learning culture”. Schewe, M. (2013): Taking Stock and Looking Ahead: Drama Pedagogy as a
Gateway to a Performative Teaching and Learning Culture. In: Scenario VII/1, 5-23.

INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS AT AN ENGLISH-SPEAKING UNIVERSITY: WHAT CAN WE LEARN
ABOUT PRACTICES AND POLICIES?
Sal Consoli
University of Warwick, United Kingdom
Room No. HG 09

British universities offer English for Academic Purposes (EAP) programmes called pre-sessionals that
provide a foundation in academic English and study skills for international students who do not meet
the entry requirements of their chosen degrees. International students are a crucial source of capital
for UK universities, and therefore, understanding their experiences is of vital importance. Indeed, such
an understanding can inform, shape, enhance, challenge and re-define our roles as teachers, Higher
Education institutions, and educational stakeholders. Drawing upon my doctoral research, I will share
some findings stemming from my experience as a teacher researching his own students during a presessional course and throughout their entire degree programme. In the first phase of data collection
(when I was the EAP teacher), I used Exploratory Practice (Hanks, 2017) to collect data through
normal pedagogic practice. In the post-pre-sessional phase, I elicited data through a series of narrative
interviews using an innovative method for member-checking which fed into the co-creation of the
narratives. By adopting and adapting Benson’s (2013) model of narrative analysis to make sense of all
this rich qualitative data, I have arrived at interpretations which yield insights into teaching and
learning practices and policies at an English-Speaking University.

IMPACT OF ELECTRONIC WRITING METHOD ON L2 LEARNERS’ COGNITIVE PROCESS:
PERCEPTION OF MANDARIN CHINESE LEARNERS
Chang Zhang & Hongfei Wang
Trinity Centre for Asian Studies,
Trinity College Dublin, Ireland
Room No. HG 12

The Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is changing the landscape and notion of
communicative competence. Computer-Mediated Communication (CMC) becomes embedded in more
aspects of modern life, and electronic writing is replacing handwriting as the primary method for
written communication. The evolution of writing tools and methods has a significant impact on the
second language (L2) teaching and learning. Continuous discussions are made in the field of
Computer-Assisted Language Learning (CALL) on whether and how to implement electronic writing
skills. When it comes to the studies of Chinese as a Foreign Language (CFL), scholars expressed
13
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controversial opinions regarding its influences on learners’ attitude and methods of learning
handwriting and Chinese characters. However, more empirical research is required to further explore
the impact of writing methods on learners' cognitive process. This paper aims at investigating learners’
perception of the electronic writing method and its influence on the cognitive process of Chinese
characters. The result of qualitative interviews suggested four different approaches of CFL learners
when processing Chinese characters, which varies in terms of the adopted comprehension and
memorisation skills.

THE FLHEI (FOREIGN LANGUAGES IN HIGHER EDUCATION IN IRELAND) PROJECT: PRELIMINARY
FINDINGS AND FUTURE DIRECTIONS
Silvia Benini
University of Limerick & University of Central
Lancashire, Ireland
Silvia Bertoni
Trinity College Dublin, Ireland
Susanna Nocchi
Dublin Institute of Technology, Ireland
Room No. HG 17

In a time of great changes in the linguistic landscape of Ireland, at societal as well as at institutional
level, the Foreign Languages in Higher Education in Ireland (FLHEI) Project aims to provide a detailed
snapshot on the offer/provision of foreign language (FL) teaching in third level institutions in Ireland,
with a view to continue to gather data in the following years, in order to see trends in this area.
The FLHEI project moves in line with Languages Connect - Ireland’s Strategy for Foreign Languages
in Education 2017-2026 and its Implementation Plan 2017-2022 (https://tinyurl.com/ycd7nrv2),
launched in December 2017 by the Minister for Education and Skills, Richard Bruton. The project plans
to address a gap in the field and to provide data that can underpin a well-informed action both at
governmental and at institutional level aimed at introducing, supporting or expanding FL teaching at
third level. Qualitative and quantitative data emerge from a questionnaire circulated across all third
level institutions in Ireland, combining both closed and open ended questions. The compilation of the
questionnaire and a preliminary data analysis have highlighted interesting results, which shed light on
the current status of FL teaching at third level in Ireland.

ENHANCING PRAGMATIC COMPETENCE: AN EMPIRICAL STUDY IN IRELAND
Erika Marcet
Dublin City University, Ireland
Room No. HG19

Based on figures from 2015, The Japan Foundation positioned Ireland as the second European country
with the most learners of Japanese per 100,000 population. Additionally, in 2017 the Irish Department
of Education and Skills identified Japanese as one of the most important languages to acquire.
Therefore, it is essential that students of Japanese as a foreign language (JFL) in Ireland are equipped
with a comprehensive set of skills to communicate effectively and appropriately.
In recent years, the need for teaching Japanese pragmatic competence to enhance language learning
has attracted scholarly attention (see e.g. Yoshimi 2001; Taguchi 2009; Narita 2012; Iwai 2013; Moody
2014). Consequently, the present paper explores the pragmatic challenges students face in Japanese
oral interaction from a relevance theory perspective. The data was collected through questionnaires
and interviews with current and former JFL students from two higher institutions in Ireland who
exposed their difficulties when communicating with natives and interpreting their utterances, as well
as dealing with communication beyond verbal meaning (Sperber and Wilson 1995; Wharton 2009;
Clark 2013). The findings point to a discrepancy between the linguistic and non-linguistic elements
students are taught and exposed to in the classroom and what they experience in real-life situations.
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OPERA LYRIC DICTION INSTRUCTION - DEFINING THE PRACTICE THROUGH PEDAGOGICAL
CONTENT KNOWLEDGE
Steven Leigh
University of Toronto - Ontario Institute for Studies in Education
(OISE), Canada
Room No. HG 06

Opera Lyric Diction Instruction (LDI) is a niche field within applied linguistics, fusing pronunciation
acquisition theories, e.g., the Perception Assimilation Model (Best, 1993; 1995) and the Speech
Language Model (Flege, 1995); with phonetics, phonology, and vocal pedagogy. However, LDI has no
university programs offering academic degree qualification for this specialized field. This dearth has
produced a lack of LDI research and development for instructors, data driven course materials,
professional standards of practice, instructor accountability, and criteria for learner assessment.
Paradoxically, university and conservatory vocal studies programme requirements typically include
Italian, French, German, and English LDI courses.
This paper outlines my proposed PhD dissertation study in which I will examine my practice as an
opera company diction instructor through the framework of Pedagogical Content Knowledge (PCK)
(Shulman 1986; 1987). Based on Loughran's (2013) CoRes and PaP-eRs, I developed LDI-specific PCK
data collection instruments which isolate and categorise: (1) content knowledge by academic
discipline, (2) pedagogical knowledge through identifying the instructor's pedagogical framework and,
(3) instructor accountability and ethical practice. This research project will provide a foundation for
future LDI research by scholars, researchers, and theoreticians, as well as establishing the groundwork
for industry standards in pedagogical practice, policy, and curriculum development.

THREE CASE STUDIES IN ENGLISH MEDIUM INSTRUCTION IN HIGHER EDUCATION – BUSINESS
PROGRAMMES IN EXPANDING CIRCLE COUNTRIES: CHINA, JAPAN AND THE NETHERLANDS
Lijie Shao
Trinity College Dublin, Ireland
Room No. HG 09

In the context of English as a global language and the internationalisation of higher education, this
doctoral project aims to conduct multiple case studies on EMI in undergraduate business programs at
three universities from Japan, China and Netherlands respectively. This cross-sectional research will
present an update of current EMI at tertiary level in these three countries representing the Expanding
Circle of Global Englishes.
A combination of a quantitative and qualitative method was employed. By far 560 surveys have been
circulated among second and third-year students in three cases while 50 semi-structured interviews
with students and teaching faculty have been taken. The data firstly reveals a holistic picture of the
degree of “internationalisation” by implementing EMI in business programs at each institution.
Meanwhile, the positive outcomes and side effects of EMI have been elaborated. Discussions have
centred on controversies about the pros and cons of EMI held by EMI stakeholders in current
literature, and further analyses are pursued regarding causes that have possibly resulted in positive
outcomes and side effects in three cases. Lastly, through the contrast and comparison,
recommendations are proposed for business programs of similar type at the higher education level
worldwide.
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COLLABORATING EXTRA-CURRICULAR CHINESE CULTURAL ACTIVITIES AND A BEGINNER
CHINESE LANGUAGE MODULE IN DUBLIN CITY UNIVERSITY
Caitríona Osborne & Qi Zhang & Aileen Pearson-Evans
Dublin City University, Ireland
Room No. HG 12

The following describes a collaboration between extra-curricular cultural activities and a beginner
Chinese language module, reflecting on students’ comments relating to their learning outcomes after
one semester. The extra-curricular activities took place in a multicultural space whereby local and
international students promote and share their culture and language through various peer-teaching
activities. With the goal of enhancing cultural awareness and creating more opportunities for beginner
learners to use the language in a less formal context, a number of talks and activities were arranged in
line with the language learning progression in the classroom. At the end of the semester, students were
assessed on the themes of these Chinese-centered activities in oral and written assessments. In other
words, while the activities encouraged them to gain knowledge and practice using the language
informally, they also prepared them for formal testing. Results from a feedback questionnaire showed
that (1) being more frequently exposed to a native Chinese speaker, (2) learning new cultural
information not on the syllabus and (3) developing on topics already covered in class were most
relevant to their study of Chinese language, while most also agreed that the collaboration between inclass practice and extra-curricular activities enhanced their learning of Chinese.

THE ‘LANGUAGES CONNECT’ STRATEGY THROUGH THE LENS OF HUMAN CAPITAL THEORY
Tobias Schroedler
University of Hamburg, Germany
Room No. HG 17

With the publication of the strategy for foreign languages in education ‘Languages Connect’ the Irish
Department for Education and Skills has issued a clear statement for advancing foreign language
education. The strategy is a product of an extensive research and consultation process that involved
experts and stakeholders from various fields (i.e. economics, politics, academia). It hence addresses
social, educational and economic reasons for promoting language education in Ireland. This talk will
focus on the economic benefits mentioned in the strategy. Through a lens of language economics (Grin
2002) and human capital theory (Chiswick and Miller 1995), the talk will explain and discuss the
economic value of language skills in the Irish context. Using the results of a separate study on the
value of foreign language education in Ireland (Schroedler 2017) as a reference point, the claims for
improving the foreign language education system for economic success mentioned in the strategy will
be scrutinised and compared to other research findings. The final part of the talk will explain in how
far systematic research confirms the positions forwarded in the strategy.

TRACKING AND ASSESSING ‘BEYOND THE CLASSROOM’ LANGUAGE AND CULTURE LEARNING:
SOME INSIGHTS FROM JAPANESE
Nobuko Ijichi
University College Dublin, Ireland
Room No. HG 19

‘Beyond the classroom learning’ is a growing and welcome feature of 21st century higher education
learning and teaching across all areas. In foreign language learning, it provides a significant way of
enabling students engage with the target culture and language in a ‘real-world’ way and promote
autonomy. In the case of Japanese, or other ‘distant’ languages and cultures, it becomes essential to
provide such creative bridging-building experiences: class contact time is increasingly limited and is
rarely able to provide enough ‘exposure’ to support progress in learning. The outcomes from such
experiential learning improves acquisition and can enhance student performance in traditional
university tests. But in this era of international benchmarks and certification such as JLPT or others,
students need to score as highly as possible in tests for their life-chances. So it is important to
integrate informal learning outcomes as much as possible with standard test outcomes. This will also
encourage students to invest their valuable personal time in ‘beyond classroom’ learning. Some
examples from Japanese illustrate the issues and make the case.
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TEACHER CERTAINTY: A TALE OF FL TEACHERS
Kornkamon Pratakjai
Applied Linguistics, Faculty of Liberal Arts, Mahidol University,
Thailand
Room No. HG 09

This research examines teacher certainty and its effects through teachers’ perceptions of their workplace
cultures and their instructional practices from two Thai universities -- Kedah and Mantra (pseudonyms).
Altogether 42 foreign language teachers from the two participating universities volunteered to
participate in the study and completed a questionnaire. Of these, 26 participants consented to interviews;
17 allowed their classrooms to be observed. The findings indicated the interrelations between teachers’
perceptions of their workplace cultures and their certainty. That is, the more teachers collaborated with
one another, the higher opportunities for teacher development were; and the more certainty teachers had.
Descriptive data, however, revealed either balkanization or isolations among these particular groups of
teachers. The opportunities for teacher professional development were rather scarce; the majority of the
participants were classified as uncertain and routine (Kleinsasser, 1993). That is, they were uncertain
with their instructional practices. Consequently, they adhered their teaching to the assigned teaching
materials and mainly prepared students for the tests. Not only did teaching reiterate discrete linguistic
variables and drills but only involved seat-work exercises. Interactions between teachers and students
and among students themselves were low (or almost non-existent. Student involvement and participation
were meager.

EXPANDING CHINESE OUTBOUND TOURISM AND ITS IMPLICATIONS FOR TEACHING CHINESE
LANGUAGE AND CULTURE
Mary Ruane
UCC, Ireland

Room No. HG 12

This paper considers implications for Chinese language teaching of the rapid worldwide growth in
Chinese outbound tourism. Expected double-digit annual growth rates for the foreseeable future constitute
a ‘not to be missed' market opportunity. A relative latecomer to this table, Ireland has now introduced a
‘get China ready’ element in the national plan for tourism.
Ensuring appropriate provision of linguistic and cultural capacity has been identified as a key factor for
success. R&D is needed but has to compete for investment with other priority sectoral areas such as
connectivity, booking operations, hospitality, others.
Many spin-off national and multi-national industries have been set up to ensure tourism offers meet
Chinese traveller needs. With limited infrastructure available, Ireland is buying in such expertise.
At this time of change, this paper seeks to review these Chinese language teaching initiatives in a wider
context. It draws on theoretical perspectives from areas such as critical pedagogy, commodification of
language, discourse analysis, language planning and others. The DES Languages Connect Strategy (2017)
which identifies Chinese as a major growth area will also be referenced.

LANGUAGE DISCRIMINATION IN IRISH SCHOOLS
Stephen Lucek
University College
Dublin, Ireland
Room No. HG 17

The current paper introduces a new project that is intended to address the issues of multilingualism and
linguistic discrimination in Irish Secondary Schools. While we have seen excellent work on the
difficulties of linguistic inclusion for the children of parents who were not born in Ireland, there is less
research available for speakers of non-prestigeous dialects of Irish English. This research project
proposes to study the language use of students at 6 Dublin-area secondary schools, their teachers'
experiences of prestige dialect instruction, and school principals' capacity to guide their teachers in the
classroom. While at an early stage in the research, this paper will outline the aims as well as highlight
the outputs and impacts proposed by this study.
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PERSPECTIVES OF JAPANESE AND NON-JAPANESE PARENTS TOWARDS BI-/MULTILINGUAL
EDUCATION
Junko Nakamura
Sophia University,
Japan
Room No. HG 19

The study focuses on how multilingual Muslim families evaluate bi-/multilingualism being L3/L4 users in
perspectives of Japanese and non-Japanese parents in Japan. There has been a broad of literatures (e.g.,
Baker & Wright, 2017; Caneva & Pozzi, 2017; Cunningham, 2011; De Houwer, 1999, 2007; Garcia, 2009a;
Pearson, 2008; Soler & Zabrodskaja, 2018; Yamamoto, 2008, 2013; Yukawa, 2000) that has reported how
bi-/multilingual parents value the languages, families language policies, motivations and attitudes impact
on children’s bi-/multilingual education. The study focuses on how multilingual mothers evaluate
bi-/multilingualism and mother tongues to raise bi-/multilingual children. The participants of this study
were from Japan, China, Indonesia, Uzbekistan, and the Philippines. Semi-structured interviews were
conducted as a qualitative data collection research method with questionnaires in Tokyo. The results
advocated for an important relationship between mother tongues and children’s bi-/multilingual
educations. Although the number of participants was quite limited, several suggestions were obtained for
the future research. At the presentation, aims of the study, backgrounds of participants, research method
that follow the research questions, will be presented along with various implications and the results.
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LIGHTENING TALKS
ROOM NO. HG 19
TIONCHAR FACTÓIRÍ MOTHACHTÁLACHA AR THURAS FOGHLAMA MHÚINTEOIRÍ FAOI
OILIÚINT LE GAEILGE/ THE INFLUENCE OF AFFECTIVE FACTORS ON PRE-SERVEICE
TEACHERS’ LEARNING JOURNEY WITH THE IISH LANGUAGE.
Emily-Anne Rennison
Ollscoil Luimnigh, Ireland

Dírítear go minic sa taighde ar riachtanais mhúinteoirí agus na deacrachtaí a bhíonn acu maidir le
múineadh na Gaeilge agus ar an titim shuntasach i leibhéil shásachta, mhisnigh agus chumais na
múinteoirí (feic, mar shampla, Harris, 2007) ach níl staidéar córasach déanta go n-uige seo ar riachtanais
mhúinteoirí faoi oiliúint (MFO) i leith na Gaeilge (Nic Eoin, 2016). Tá an páipéar seo bunaithe ar staidéar
léirmhínitheach a dhéanfaidh imscrúdú ar riachtanais MFO, in earnáil na bunscolaíochta agus na
hiarbhunscolaíochta. Sa taighde, déanfar iniúchadh ar fhactóirí mothachtálacha (mothúcháin, dearcthaí,
féiniúlacht, inspreagadh) na rannpháirtithe agus an tionchar, dar leo, atá ag na factóirí seo ar a gcumas
teanga, ar a gcumas foghlama teanga agus ar a gcumas i múineadh na Gaeilge. Baileofar sonraí
cáilíochtúla agus cainníochtúla ó MFO ar chláir oideachas tosaigh múinteoirí (OTM). Sa pháipéar seo,
déanfar iniúchadh ar thaighde i ngort inniúlachtaí MFO ó thaobh foghlaim agus múineadh teanga agus
pléifear comhthábhacht inniúlacht chognaíoch agus inniúlacht mhothachtálach chun dul ó
bhunriachtanais iontrála teanga go hinniúlacht ghairmiúil le linn chláir OTM. Ag tarraingt ar mhúnlaí
idirnáisiúnta, míneofar an dul chun cinn atá de dhíth i mbeartais agus i gcleachtais ó thaobh na Gaeilge
de ar chláir OTM.

HOW TO TURN MULTILINGUALISM INTO CAPITAL?
Marta Gasiorowska
UCD, Ireland

Drawing on Bourdieu’s social theory- in particular the notions of habitus, capital and fields, the
complexities and contradictions associated with the domain of foreign language learning in the Irish
education system are exposed. Paradoxically, the effect of increasingly multicultural nature of Ireland’s
education environment has not been that of adding value to stakeholders’ conception of
multilingualism. On the contrary, social sites through its members and their practices continue to
reproduce the notion of English language as a symbol of educational and social capital. I would argue
that the hegemony of English can only be challenged by exploiting the very feature of habitus, namely
its infinitive capacity for generating behaviours, which has allowed English to maintain its dominance.
Educational, social, and political fields are imbued with multiple although often hidden opportunities for
social change and transformation. As the instability of complex feedback mechanisms supporting
English hegemony becomes more and more apparent, we must negotiate new levels of importance that
can be attributed to multilingualism across multiple fields in order to successfully implement the
government’s Strategy.

GENDER & EFL CLASSROOM INTERACTION IN FRENCH-SPEAKING BELGIUM
Aurore Potalivo Richardson-Todd
Université catholique de Louvain, Belgium

In 2017, the Wallonia-Brussels Federation released a new teaching reform called the Pacte pour un
enseignement d’excellence. Amongst its new policies and strategies, this reform is also concerned with
fighting gender inequality in the school setting, as it recognises that through stereotyping, school
unintentionally helps perpetuating gender inequality. As, to my knowledge, no linguistic research
focusing on gender in the classroom has been carried out in francophone Belgium so far, my PhD project
aims to start filling this gap. My main objective is to uncover the role of gender in two different English
as a Foreign Language (EFL) classrooms, at secondary school level. Through a systematic analysis of
classroom interactions (including teacher to student, student to teacher and student to student
interactions) and the use of ethnographic tools, I seek to find out if there are any gendered practices in
the EFL classroom. Although the main part of this research will consider girl vs boy interactions, this
project also strives to go beyond this preconceived dichotomy. Ultimately, this research aspires to
highlight reasons why gender may have an impact on language learning and language teaching.
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THE PRESSURES OF BEING AN IMMIGRANT
Sabrina Kalin Martinez
MCPS, United States

When immigrants arrive to the United States and they enroll in high school, the countdown begins.
Upon arrival, immigrants are pressured to assimilate into the American culture (Hickey, 2015). One of
the ways that this happens is by becoming proficient in English. WIDA (World Class Instructional
Design and Assessment) is a 6-scale program (entering, emerging, developing, expanding, bridging,
reaching) that is a standards-based curriculum emphasizing academic and social language development
(“WIDA Spring Interpretive Guide for Score Reports Kindergarten-Grade 12”, 2017). In a school district
outside of Washington DC immigrant students have to attain a proficiency level of 4, 5, or 6 WIDA in
order to graduate from high school; however, they have until their 21st birthday (Mikulecky, 2013). The
goal is unrealistic for some since they only have 4 to 5 years once they start high school. Some enroll at
the age of 16 or older. In order to be successful, these students need time to acquire the level of
academic English as other American high school students (Shin, 2018).

RESEARCHING SEMANTICS OF COLOUR IN GALICIAN LANGUAGE
Paula Teixeira Moláns
University College
Cork

The chromatic spectrum became a veritable battlefield where the academic confrontation between
universalism and linguistic took place. Since neither the canonical Basic Color Terms (1969) by Berlin
and Kay nor the later extension in 2009 included the analysis of the Galician language −not even
Portuguese−, my master's degree final project in Applied Linguistics (University of A Coruña, 2014)
consisted of a contribution to this field through 25 informants from the Galician area called Costa da
Morte. Stunning results were obtained. The repertoire of basic colour terms used by the younger
generation (up to the age of 35) is different from that used by elderly people (more than 60), but this
difference is not simply a change in labels but rather affects the semantic extension of the concepts
themselves. This substantial change in a matter of two generations applies beyond the basic colour
terms and reaches fields such as the colour of hair, eyes or animals. This phenomenon has its
explanation in the introduction of Spanish and English in education and in other areas of Galician
society, which is acting as a definitive agent of linguistic assimilation.

EXPLORING THE INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS PERCEPTIONS' OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT IN IRISH HIGHER EDUCATION
Daniela Modrescu
Trinity College Dublin, Ireland

The extent to which the delivery of language teaching and learning proves successful is generally
measured by quality standards, as language tests in their various forms are set to assess the language
achievements. Nevertheless, it has been argued that standards of education quality, generally
determined by ‘average-scores on standardised and system-wide tests’, are not the same with the
‘notion of quality of the educational experience, of the learning opportunities, and of the wellbeing’ as
perceived by the students themselves (Van Lier, 2006, pp. 5-6).
My PhD research project seeks to explore the international students perceptions towards the English
language learning environment, and how can the common views emerged from the research be
integrated into curriculum planning and implementation, therefore into language policy and practice.
In this presentation I would introduce the public to my research, and to its design, methodology and to
its first step towards data collection, which is hoped to be implemented by November 2018. This step
aims to frame the language learning environment BY the students themselves through focus group
discussions. The so-developed framework would be then subjected to the sample group’s subjectivity.
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PEDAGOGICAL REFLECTIONS: CONTRASTING DISCIPLINARY PERSPECTIVES IN PREPARATION
FOR THE YEAR ABROAD
Claire O'Reilly
UCC, Ireland

This paper builds on 15 years third-level experience of preparing students for the year abroad, and
empirical studies carried out during this time collating data from students while abroad. Its
foundational premise is that students will benefit from becoming more engaged and active learners
during their year abroad, and suggestions are made - based on students’ feedback and research in
Teaching and Learning and on the Year Abroad - how to equip students with the tools to become selfmotivated learners. It also incorporates digital learning and social media as tools to promote active,
purposeful learning and to help students move from inert, passive learning. The paper argues that
careful thought must be put into institutional Year Abroad preparation to help students become
authors of their learning progression during their Year Abroad.
O’Reilly, C. (2014) Teaching for Understanding the Year Abroad: Thoughts on Fostering the Reflective
Learner, Mountain Rise, online Journal for the Scholarship of Teaching and Learning, February, 2014.
O’Reilly, C. (2014) 'As Time Goes By: Some Thoughts on the Year Abroad as a Vehicle of
Kulturkontakt' In: Frauke Hofmeister and Dietmar Böhnke (eds). Kulturkontakte - Cultures in Contact.
Leipzig: Edition Hamouda.

AUTOMATIC PROCESSING OF IRISH MWES
Abigail Walsh
ADAPT Centre, Dublin
City University, Ireland

Multiword Expressions - is mór an pionós iad.
Natural language makes frequent use of multiword expressions (MWEs), which are expressions that
cross word boundaries. These MWEs include a variety of linguistic constructions such as idioms,
proverbs, verbal constructions, compound nouns, etc. My PhD research is concerned with improving
automatic processing of Irish MWEs, specifically the tasks of discovery (creating lexicons of MWEs)
and identification (categorising MWEs) for the purpose of Natural Language Processing.
As a first step in creating a system for automatic processing, I have collected a corpus of over 300,000
MWEs extracted from Irish dictionaries and word net. Many of these expressions have been
categorised by part of speech, which allows for broad level categories of verbal, nominal, prepositional
and adjectival MWEs. I aim to use this broad level categorisation, as well as adapting categorisation
schemes proposed by other NLP researchers (Savary et al., 2017; Sojat et al., 2016; Baldwin and Kim,
2010) to catalogue the varieties of MWEs that exist in Irish.
Automatic processing of MWEs will help improve Irish language parsers and other text processing
tools, that can in turn support downstream applications such as question answering systems,
sentiment analysis tools, information retrieval, and machine translation.
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